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Introduction to the Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience

This course was updated on June 3, 2022. If you took the course before this date, you will need to take the pre-assessment to make the lessons appear again. We also updated how we collect essay responses. Contact Krysta at krysta.hougen@noaa.gov if you want access to essays you summitted prior to June 3.


	
MWEE 101[image: Cover of the Educator's Guide to the Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience]

1,500 certificates and counting!

Welcome to the online course for the Meaningful Watershed Educational Experience (MWEE). We're glad to have you here!

This course is first in a series. At the completion of this course, consider taking MWEE 201 to develop a deeper understanding of the goals, design, and implementation of the MWEE model. If you will be educating others on MWEEs, check out the Facilitator's Guide to MWEE Training to help you plan your training.

This course is made up of three lessons: Why MWEEs?, What Makes a MWEE, and Planning and Evaluating MWEEs. Each of the three lessons are followed by a reflection lesson. You will contribute to a single reflection document throughout the course and upload this document at the completion of the course if you want a Certificate of Completion. Most participants report spending 5-10 hours taking this course.

Course Objectives:

	Participants will learn the history of the MWEE and it's connections to the Chesapeake Bay Watershed Agreement.
	Participants will identify how students, teachers, and the community could benefit from a MWEE.
	Participants will review evidence for how a MWEE can support a variety of learning outcomes.
	Participants will identify their role in the MWEE Essential Elements and Supporting Practices and how they can incorporate student voice and choice.
	Participants will evaluate a completed MWEE program.


Please send any comments, feedback or questions about this course to Krysta Hougen-Ryall at krysta.hougen@noaa.gov.

After completing all three lessons of this course, you will see a MWEE 101 Completion form appear. Complete this form if you would like to receive your certificate of completion (15 clock hours) and credits for Maryland (1 CPD credit), Pennsylvania (8 Act 48), Delaware, Washington D.C., Virginia, and West Virginia. Depending on your state and local guidelines, you may be able to use the certificate of completion to apply for credits in other states. It may take up to 2 weeks for your coursework to be reviewed and for you to receive your certificate.
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Are you assigning MWEE 101 with your workshop, training or college course?

Workshop, Training, or Course Instructors: We require instructors to review their participant's work in this course. Please contact Krysta Hougen-Ryall at krysta.hougen@noaa.gov to learn how.
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Prepare for Instructions!
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You are about to dive into some instructions. We are always working on improving these instructions and making them as easy to follow as possible. Yes, there are a couple steps to follow and they are all necessary! 

All these steps allow us to keep this course self-paced with a rolling enrollment. These instructions are to ensure your progress in this course and your submitted essays are saved and, we are notified if and when you want your work in this course reviewed to receive a Certificate of Completion.

To make sure you don't become this student (pictured) - send any questions about taking this course to Krysta Hougen-Ryall at krysta.hougen@noaa.gov.
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Start Here

To start this course, you need to (1) create an account in Chesapeake Exploration and (2) enroll in MWEE 101. 

Learn how by watching the videos. Click the expansion button within each video to watch it full screen; there is no sound. You can review the video transcripts and slides from the videos at your own pace by clicking into each video's page.
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Pre-Assessment

To access the MWEE 101 Lessons, you must first complete this Pre-Assessment. Make sure you are currently logged into your Chesapeake Exploration account and enrolled in this course.

This pre-assessment was added on June 3, 2022. If you had previously taken the course before this date, you will need to complete this assessment to make the lessons appear again. We also updated the way we collect essay responses. Contact Krysta at krysta.hougen@noaa.gov if you would like a copy of essays  submitted before June 3rd.
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Did you complete the Pre-Assessment but you still don't see the lessons? Make sure you are enrolled in the course following the video instructions above and then re-take the quiz.
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NOAA Environmental Science Training Center

The center offers online and in-person workshops for educators that include the knowledge and tools needed to teach today's students, who will be tomorrow's environmental stewards.

NOAA Chesapeake Bay-Watershed Education and Training Program

Chesapeake B-WET is a competitive grant program that supports existing, high-quality environmental education programs and fosters the growth of new, innovative programs.

Bay Backpack

This website provides educators with information about funding opportunities, field studies, curriculum guides and lesson plans related to environmental education and Meaningful Watershed Educational Experiences.
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